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Sitting
pretty

Tool belle
Rose Hughes

gives much-loved
but tired dining

chairs a welcome
update.

Sponsored by

1BEFORE

AFTER

I washed the chairs down with
hot, soapy water to remove any
grease and surface dirt, and
then removed the legs.

WHAT
YOU’LL NEED
■ Hot, soapy water and cloth
■ Screwdriver to remove fittings
■ Fine sandpaper – I used 200 grit
■ Surface sealer – I used Resene
Smooth Surface Sealer
■ Paint stirrer
■ Paint brushes/small roller and
paint tray – I used a Resene Test Pot
Kit
■ Top coat – I used Lustacryl semi-
gloss waterborne enamel

It’s a new year and time to ring
the changes. We have had a set
of Freedom moulded ply chairs

for about 12 years, they have
worked hard and are now paint-
spattered, chipped and looking a
little the worse for wear. I admit that
my plan was always to paint them,
but like many great ideas, life got in
the way. Now that they reside in a
very simple white space they are
calling out to be updated.

I decided to mix and match with
two Resene colours from The
Range – Fashion Colours 14 – this
year’s colour swatch book. I chose
Double Barely There – a grey/white
to work with the walls and Flourish
– a ‘‘tasty fresh pesto influenced
lime’’.

This project was easy to do with
one of those miracle products that
it’s hard to imagine life without –
Resene Smooth Surface Sealer.
This water-based product allows
you to paint all sorts of surfaces you
thought you couldn’t – ceramic tiles,
glass, some metals, Formica
laminates and old varnished
surfaces. Check with Resene staff if
you are unsure if this product will
be suitable for your project.
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Apply surface sealer with a brush or roller and allow to
dry. The product is touch-dry in 30 minutes and can be
recoated in two hours, assuming you are using a water-
based top coat. If you choose to topcoat with an oil based

enamel, allow 4 hours for the surface sealer to dry thoroughly.
Avoid breathing the vapour while using this product. I was
working outside so it was no problem, but make sure you have
plenty of ventilation if you are working inside.

4
Apply top coat and allow to dry. I started by top coating
the back and underneath of the chairs, letting this coat dry
and then I reattached the legs to make it easier to work
on the front.

I picked up a miniature roller and paint tray from the Resene
store, this is designed for applying test pots and was absolutely
perfect for this project – the chair backs are curved and it was
hard to get a really good finish with a brush. It survived painting
six chairs in two different colours with frequent washes
between coats.

I chose to use Lustacryl semi-gloss enamel, which is a water
based enamel – hard-wearing and easy to clean up with water.
If you prefer, you can always use oil-based enamel, but you will
need to use an undercoat (such as Resene Enamel Undercoat)
on top of the surface sealer and before the top coat.

In the warmer weather, paint dries more quickly and there is
a great product called Hot Weather Additive that you can add
to the paint to slow its drying time.

You can apply a second coat after a minimum of 2 hours.
We waited 48 hours before using the chairs. The paint will

be cured (fully dry and hardened) in 4 weeks. After that the
surface will be very durable, but given how wonderful they look,
they will be treated with a great deal more respect.

Lightly sand the back and
front of the chairs to create a
key for the surface sealer to
adhere to.

Make your 
place more
colourful!

FREE!

*Available at Resene owned ColorShops and participating resellerss only until 

28 February 2014. Limit one The Range fashion colours fandeck per customer.

The Range fashion colours fandeck 
from Resene is full of inspiring designer paint 
colours to help you put your personality into 
your home. 

Simply bring this ad into your local 
Resene ColorShop and we’ll give 
you the latest Resene The Range 
fashion colours fandeck FREE!

HURRY!
Sale ends 29th Jan
Conditions: Buy Resene premium paint, wallpaper or decorating accessories at Resene ColorShops or participating 
resellers and get the GST (15% off the full retail price) off. The GST reduction will be calculated on the normal retail 
price OR if you have a ColorShop Card you can get the Save the GST sale discount and then the ColorShop Card 
discount off the Save the GST sale price. Excludes Crown, trade and industrial products, PaintWise levy and account 
sales. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer closes 29 January 2014. Paint offers available at Mitre 
10 MEGA and selected Mitre 10 stores.

www.resene.co.nz  0800 RESENE (737 363)


