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Kawarau Bridge
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) • Particularly in rural landscapes -

• Muted, soft, neutral colours.

• Best if rural buildings are not 
focal points.

• Seek they look as though they 
all really do belong.

• Co-ordinate the colours of all 
buildings and structures.

• Most houses – & sheds! - look 
better if they are not light or 
bright focal points. 

• Roofs need to be darker than 
walls to visually anchor to the 
ground

• To define the shape of 
buildings, the junction between 
the roof and walls can be 
accented – darker trim.

• Paint the whole of small 
buildings in one colour.
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• Roofs usually need to 
look darker than the 
walls to visually anchor 
the building down to 
the ground.

• Choose a colour 
that blends with 
the backdrop.   
Use for walls

• Greens should not 
be chosen as a 
near-miss can 
appear as a clash.

• Roofs should 
be at least 
10% darker



Inaugural Colorsteel 
standard range designed by 
Di Lucas for NZ Steel, 1982

Tussock the only colour not currently manufactured

Ironsand

Lignite 

Karaka 

Scoria Lichen 

Tussock



Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Little Bay



Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Waikawau Bay



Jack’s Point, Queenstown / Ironsand / Tray



Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Pūkaki

Sandbank



Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Haldon Arm

Sandbank





Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Sandbank

Ship Creek



Inaugural Colorsteel 
standard range designed by 
Di Lucas for NZ Steel, 1982

Tussock the only colour not currently manufactured

Ironsand

Lignite 

Karaka 

Scoria Lichen 

Tussock



Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Hahei Beach

Tussock
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Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Ward Beach

Sandbank
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https://www.nzsteel.co.nz/news-and-media/a-team-of-experts-present-a-range-of-new-colours/



COLORSTEEL® Matte

https://www.colorsteel.co.nz/inspiration/colorsteel-matte/

TidalDrift® Matte
TSR : 29%
LRV : 13%

FlaxPod® Matte
TSR : 22%
LRV : 6%



Urban

Christchurch urban heritage



https://www.colorsteel.co.nz/colours/
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Black & White

Permanent Green





Lignite Scoria Karaka Ironsand FlaxPodLichen 

Sandbank
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Peel Forest Plan (1997)
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• Yellow-greens and blue-greens 
should not be chosen as they can 
appear as a clash with natural greens

• Use darker, murky grey-greens

• Roofs usually need to look darker

• At least 10% darker than walls
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Collett's Corner (2020)



Harakeke flower colour 
palette



Colours for Structures in the 
Aotearoa New Zealand 
Landscape

Ironsand

Lignite 

Karaka 

Scoria 

Lichen 

Tussock


